SOCIALIST PARTY of GREAT BRITAIN 


REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of the 63rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
held at: 


Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W,C, 1, on FRIDAY, SATURDAY and 
SUNDAY, 2tth, 2th and 26th MARCH, 1967 


(ee) Es 
Attendances at Conference: 
Delegates Present Branches Represented 
Friday 3) 16 


Not represented (in morning 
only ) Haringey 


Saturday 39 15 
Not represented Dartford 
Sunda y 30 15 


Not represent ed Dartford 


B4munds was elected as Chairman, and it was agreed that the Standing 
ttee act as Tellers, 


Y SESSION 
MEMBERSHIP & ORGATISATION 


Branch Structure, 


Cde,Crump (S,'’,London), drew attention to the fact that a resolution at 
Conference 1966 called for an investigation into Branch structure, especially in 
london, but he felt that there was apathy about the matter and requested infor- 
mation, Cde, A,George (Bloomsbury) said that Branches had been pressed to seriously 
consider the proposition ami one or two had made changes: but the chcice of action 
lay with the Branches — nobody could compel them, Other Delegates stated that their 
Branches had found amalgamation impractical: many members had to travel a long way 
and some amalgamations would make travolling impossible in terms of time - leave alone 
cost, Amalgamation could even disrupt a Branch that was functioning efficiently at 
the moment. Cde, Vallar (Glasgow) told delegates that his Brarmh had fully discussed 
the matter, They had come to the conclusicn that Glasgow Branch should divide into 
four sections and work in the Constituencies of Glasgow, North, South, Hast and West, 
It was necessary that the Party structure should be along these lines, i.e, organised 
on a Parlianentary Constituency basis, 


states Management, 


Cde,Mattingley (Mid,Herts), enquired whether Estates bequeathed to the Party were 
now being managed by a Solicitor or by the Estates Mamgement Committee alone, He was 
advised that the Estates Management Committee was set up by the E.C. to safeguard the 
interestsof the Party in respect of bequests under Wills in favour of the Party, Where 
need be, the use of a Solicitor was made, Normally, the technicalities of buying and 
selling were made through a solicitor, but this did not mean that the E,C,. regarded 
it sufficient to hand over to a Solicitor the whole responsibility of protecting the 
Party's interests in eases where it had been bequeathed sums ef money am estates, The 
function of the Estates Mam gement Committee was to act on behalf of the E,C, am to 
pass its instructions on to Solicitors, ani to act as the Party's watch—dogs, 
Solicitors were professional people employed to do a job but this did not mean that we 
should hand over lock, stock and barrel our business and let a Solicitor determine the 
extent amd limit of our interests without eonsulting us and accepting our instructions, 
Mid.,Herts, Branch then asked whether the E,C, was satisfied regarding the rent 
collection under the Boucher Estate (now practically settled) am were informed that 
the E,C, were satisfied, Mid~Herts, Branch urged that Estates left to the Party should 
be inmediately referred to Solicitors, One or two delegates said that it would be 
ridiculous to hand over such matters uncritically into the complete charge of 
Solicitors without maintaining @. check on their activities, VYhy should we do this 
with Solicitors am not with other people? We should be glad that we had willing ami 
competent Party members to serve on the Estates Mamgement Committee to protect Party 
interests, 

Note; Tho following proposed new Rule standing in the name of Swansea Branch was 
lost-15 —~ 1329 during Conferenee: = “That in the went of bequests involving 


real estate it shall be the duty ef the Treasurer ani/or Trustees to refer the 
matter to Solicitors”, 


2 


AMENDMENTS TO RULES 


Rule 1, (Charge for Membership Card), 
Lewisham: "That Rule 1 be amended as follows:- ‘in the second paragraph, 


line 4, the sentence beginning with the word "The" am eming with "3d" be 
deleted'®, Carried 28 - 9 


Rule 2, (Lapsing of Members) 
Lewisham; On line 11 the following be inserted between the words “Branch” 
"am" ~ "subject to Executive Committee ratification", Carried 22 -~ 12 


Rule 2, (Membership dues) 
Birmingham: Delete "64" in line 1 and insert “one shilling”, st_14 - 


AMENDMENTS TO RULE 


Eile 9 (Membership Dues) 
quarfont an Delete “4a” in line two and insert 9a", 7 
Amendment - Southend; Delete "4d" in line two and insert "Ssa") | 


Rule 6, (No, of members required to form a Branch): — 
Haringey: Delete in line three "six" and insert “ten”, lost 4£=— 33 


Rule 8, (Entitlement to representation at Conferences) 


S,¥,londons= Delete the words "(except in the case of new Bre mhes as 
qualified under Rule 22) as bracketed”, Inst 9 — 3 


Rule 9 Falls, 


Rule 12 (Qualification for membership of E,C) 


S,7,lonion: Delete the words "a member of less than 6 months standing shall 
net be eligible for candidature", Lost 13 — 26 
Rule 13 (Lapsing of E.C, Membership) 
Greenford; Delete all after "acceptable to the Executive Committee in 
lire seven", Lost 10 — Sl 
TT 


Rule 14 (Reports on E,C, werk to Delegate Meetings and Conference) 
Mid-Herts; Delete last sentence ani replaee by:- 


“They shall report to the 
Delegate Meeting ani Anmual Conference including the activities of all their 
Officers and Sub-Committees”, 


Carried 26 — 14 
Boule 1¥ (Terms of Refereme Mr F.C) 


Haringey: Add the words:- "andi to this eni 
Names shall be called for", may appyint sub—eommittees, 


Carried — 14 
Anenément - Bloomsbury: Delete “Names shall be called fer", Lost 6 ad 22 
Rule 19 (Hlectien of Party Officers) 


Paddingten: Delete “Assistant Secretary” on "Assistant 
Treasurer” on line three”, = > lost 1s — pe 
Rule 19 (Party Officers’ reports to Delegate Meetings ami Conference) 
Sat —- after the last sentence:=- "The Gereral > 
surer 6 Central Organiser shall report te the : Meeti ami 
Anmal Confereme*®, probes i. a= 


Bule 20 (Qualificatien to act as Delegates at Dalegate Meets nes) 


S,V,londen: Delete all after “Delegates" in line six ani up te and ineluds 
“noseting” in lines eleven", cet ih: Sit Pin Sue 


Rule 22 "Qualifications to aet as Delegates at Conferences} 9 
S,W,loréon; Delete the wrds “Delegates mst have been members f 
six months immediately proceeding Conference, Delegates 


within that period shall sit ané vote only with the 
Conference”, 


* 
* Se‘ 
‘ 


Rule 22 (Size of Branch Delegations at Conferenes) | 


ey: Delete the first sentence and insert instead 
be entitled to semi ene Delegate fer wery ten mambers™, 


nt; on: Amend to read: “Sach Branch sha 
send two Delegates for every ten or part of ten ro" 
Rule ey (Qualifications to represent the Party as Candidate f + 
S,¥,london: That Rule 27 be amended to read;- “Caniic 
Office shall have passed an sxmimtion set by the 


on 
“ 


AES SEE Candidates for Political Off 
members for at six months ani have sat an o " 
Executive Committee” aa 


(Qualifications to sign Candidate's Nomination paper) 


pe Se a, 


Birmingham: Delete all after "Constituency” in lino four ami insert 
"Signatories to candidates’ nomination papers mist be approved by the 


Executive Committee”, Lost 8 ~ 33 
Amendment _- Bloomsbury; Add aftor "Executive Committee” “but a majority 


of the sigmtories must be membemoef the Party", lost 5 - 36 
Swansea: "That Rule 2 be abolished", lost 5 - 36 
Swansea's proposed new Rule mentioned above lest 15 - 19 


[tem for Discussion; (S,W.London): "The Anmal Conference”, 


Resolution; Grant & Ballard (Paddington): "That the E,C, be recommended te set up 
a sub-Committee to review Ceanference procedure, date am locale, am repert its 
suggestions to the next Delegate Meeting”, Carried 22 ~- 4 


Cde,Crump (S,W,London) in opening, drew attention to the bad time-keeping by 
members and the late starting ef Conference, This gave a very bad impression to 
members of the public and any Press represembatives who might have arrived on time, 
Valuable time was lest and delegates should be more responsible, One ielegate 
stated tnat Conference is mis-used in that Branches continue to put ferward the same 
resolutions which are regvlarly lost en ins#ructed voting, Cde,George stated that 
members of Bleemsbury Branch nad several ideas on the subject, The gross time taken 
over Conferonce'was 16 hours,including breaks - 24 days, The business could be dealt 
with in two days from 9 to 5 otclock, This was the custemary hours ef attendance 
for a mumber of organisations, including political parties am trade unions, 
some Blcemsbury members thought that we could move away from Faster for Conference 

and held it en a Saturday and Sunday = perhaps during the week-end of the new fixed 
Spring Holiday, which would leave Bank Holiday free, Or we could still hold 
Conference on the Saturday and Sunday , Easter was a bad time for Conferences in 
Tendon as few halls were available at our priees, Some delegates thought that three 
days was desirable . We needed more time to discuss theoretical am political 
matters whkeh sometimes arose at the last minute, Cae, Phillips drew attentien te 
tu the dull and irksome Conference pre-occupation with instructed amendments to Rules 
ami Resolutiens, Some method should be devised to end this time-wasting part of 
Conferenee, A member of each sub-Ceommittee should be present when their section of 
the E.C, Revert came up fer review, In this comection it was pointed »sut that only 
when Conference started was it possible to agree an Agenda: that nobody had ever 
eemnlained of lack of infermation beeause ef the absenes of sub-Committee mambers. 
The General Secretary ami others present invariable supplied infermation, and where- 
ever practicable @onference was advised when sub-Committees am Officers would be 
present and arranged the Agenda aecordingly, Cde, May, Central Organiser, made a 
plea for a more lively am interesting Conference, pointing sut that amendments to 
some of the rules was very important and warranted time for discussion, How could 
we hope to ehange peints of view 1f no views were aired on the grounds that the 
resolutions were instructed ones?, Regarding the eomposition of the B,C, Report, 
Cde,Mey questioned the use of much of it, It might be better to let the E,0, sub- 
Committees report orally to Conferenes, it. would perhaps induce better and 
livelier discussion, He would like te hear more delegates talking of their Branch 
activities, Cde, Cox (E,C, member) considered that we needed a revision of the 
procedure relating to instructed resolutions, We should consider having the 
resolutions placed upon the Agenda as now and thon discussed at Conference, There 
would be no voting at this stage, only an exchange of views, Delegates would then 
repert back to thelr Bramhes on the views expressed. Branches ceuld then discuss 


these views and eould then vote by ballot papers sent te Head Office vhere the 
results would be declared, 


‘ 
f 


= aalititithden stool 


Paddington: Delete all after the word “Constituency” in line 4", Lost 5 = 32 : 


Iten for Discussion: “Crgamisation ef future Mlect»ral Action” (Gy 
~~ ~_—-— 


reo} 


the mresent G.L.C, Elections ani suggested we should give closer & 


aiff eulties emecuntered and prepare ourselves better for the next Pari 
Election, Ote,Grant (Parliamentary Cttee) agreed that the matter should be ¢ 
in great er Getail, Eowever, it would be a mistake to think that the present ( 
Bliectien is a training ground for the future, The current 6,1,0, Comti 
larger than the Parliamentary ones ani thus it is easier for us to find ten 
Sign the Mbrinatien Papers under Ruie 2 now than it will be at the next (.- 
Perliamentary Electioms, Cde. May, Central Orcaniser, gave information about | 
present campaign, The Election Addresses had to be reduced to 46,000 because 
was no free postal distribution as at first supposed, Proofs of the Address 
with 


th the Printer ami wrk will shortly be proceeding en the preparation of 
insertion in emvelepes am distribution by members, 
to help. 


He appealed to Lonion 
The National newspapers were taking a great interest ~ this is a 
point in the history of the Party, 


Sade, R,Critchfiela pointed out the various snags which we have comu 


‘ 
. 
a; 


‘~~. 


We were contesting in four different areas 
larger than in any Parliamentary Constituency, ami we should make the most of it, 
- Some general comments were Made:~ Before we ventured on Electoral activity we sh 
have an answer to people who say they are not going to vote for a Candidate who is i 
gcing to take his seat, Electeral activity sheuld not be undertaken unless the 
meney, resources and signatories can be obtained from the working class in the 


We should canvass for money am try ani establish our positien beforehand, Regarding 
publicity, some delegates thought this was our main purpose — to get the Party 


ethers thought that we are not concerned mainly with publicity - we are scontesti 
seriously fer the control of Parliamentary machinery, 


Views were expressed, beth for — 
and against, contesting eonsistently the same Constituency, Unfortunately, we did not 
have consistently the required ten signatories ~ manbers change their 


addresses, It 
was not necessarily advisable to eontest a Constituency merely because it contains ten 
members, These members may ret be “working” members: 


some may not be able to sign 
the Nomination Paper because of their jobs, | . 

In reply to a questien, Cde, Vanmi (Glasgow) said that in the forthcoming 
Municipal Election in Glasgow they are hoping to eontest North Kelvin ami Ruckhill 
Ward, One member said that sympathisers should be allewed to sien the Nomination 
Papers because we are prepared to accept votes from people who are not members of the 
Party, Cde. Buick (Haringey) pointed eut that the four Constituencies were not 
choson at random, Three out of the four we would have chosen anyway as they had a lot 
of members there and active Branches, 


Altheugh the Parliamentary Coumittee made the 
four recommemiations te the EC, it was only on the understand. ng that Branches were 
prepared to undertake the work, 


COMPANION PARTIES 


. * — 
3 4 - ee 
Greetings from the following Companion Parties were read:—= 


League of Democratic Socialists, Austria, 
Socialist Party of Australia (Sydney) 
Socialist Party of Camda (G,E,C, in ee ae 
Socialist Party of New Zealand (Wellington and 
Werld Socialist Party of Ireland, tc 
World Socialist Party of the United States, 


It_ was agreed unanimously that the greetings of Con 
and the Group in Jamaica, 


Socialist Party of Canada; Dispute, 


Items po Discussien: (a) 


Paddington: ‘hat faxthie, tas 
Committee on the split in the C 
assistance can the S,P,G,B,. give t n se 
ment? What attitude should the Pa: 
Groups? * 


(>) S,¥,Inndon: “The dispute am 


De 


at the request cf the EC, Ode,George had prepared a paper on the events 

Foading up to this dispute ani the formation of another Party in Camda, This paper 
had been before the E,C, a week prier to Conference and then sent to Branches, 

ie, Gecrge told Conference that since this paper had been duplicated we had been 
advised of other events:— 


Montreal, mn 24rd February the members here had rescinied the resolution to 
resign from the S.P, of Caiada and now sought G.E,C, permission to form a local 
in Montreal tin anticipation that the 5.,P, of Camda alene, or with members of 
tho W,S.P, of Camda, will be holding a referendum in the near future on 
constitutional matters that will solve the existing difficulties between the 
two Parties’, 


\b) “ith the Mimates received from the Montreal Group were phote-copies ef seme 
long letters passing between two Comrades in Mentreal ani the G,E,C, ami Cde, 
Milne (The G,E,C, Recording Secretary). From these it was made clear to 
Montreal that any reasoned approaeh by Toronto to the G,E,C, weuld be well 
received but that further commnicetion with ex-Vancouver was eut,. 


Conference also needed to know that the E.C, had three letters to which replies had 
been held in abeyance pending Conferenec discussion on the dispute, These were from 
the GEC, dated 16th Becember 1966: from two members in Montreal dated 14th 
January, 1957 (now rather eut-—dated by the turn of events) anid one dated 4th February 
from the Vancouver Ineal of the newly-formed W,.S,P, of Canada asking for its 
particulars to be printed in the “Socialist Standard", 


The E,C's general feeling was that there was no difference between the two groups 
on socialist principles and that we should avoid aggravating the situation, Sde,Cox 
(B.C, member) added that E,C, thinking at this stage was for Conferenee to express the 
hope that the two Parties in Camda would see the need and the ways and means of 
getting together ani to solve their differences; it would be most unwise for 
Conference to pass Judgment, 


In view of the fact that the paper en the dispute contained a considerable amount 
of information, some delegates having enly just seen it, it was agreed to defer the 


matter umtil Saturday, (An Amendment to defer until the Delegate Meeting = been 
defeated), 


SATURDAY SESSICN 


Socialist Party of Camda (centd); 


Oie,Crump (S,W.London) told Conferense that his Bramh had written to all the 
parties to the dispute am had had answers from Vancouver, Victoria ami Winnipeg, 
Bearing in mini the past efforts of Cde, McClatchie and other 5,P,G,B, members to 
help, S,/,London Branch saw very little to be offered frem this end: if there is to 
be a re-unien the initiative, desire and the goodwill required mist emanate from 
socialists in 6amda, Short of this we can only consider (1) Recognising both 
Groups (2) Recognising only one (3) Recognising neither of than, His Branch failed 
te see how.two Soeialist Parties could be recognised when both had the same 
Declaratien of Principles am its hestility Clause, The majority view of the Bramh 
was that the G,E,C, was more in the right than the Local and, because of this, if we 
were going to make a judgment, we should come down on the side of the G,E,C, 


Note, At this point Mid-Herts.Bramh put up three eed ian tes Which were sound fer 
discussion, Towards the emi of the debate the first resolutien was amended by ~ 

Bloomsbury Branch, the second ani third withdrawn, This was follewed by a resolutien 
from Glasgow Branch, For the sale of clarity, the resolutions am the actions taken 
upon them are herewith followed by a precis of the debate:= 


i 
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; bef ¥ Song, 

Resolution; Mid-Herts, Branch: "That this Conference views with mnoern the : §4  # f 4 ~ 

division of socialists in Camda into two organisations, This division wn! Ee FF 


in Canada will not permit such a situation to oontinue, bearing in mind the 


promote the interests ef the socialist movement ani we hope that soofalists { . 2» Vo bh 
a . 
harm it will do to the World Socialist Movement”, ‘ 


Amendment: Bloomsbury Branch: "That this Conference is of the opinion that the 9) "4. 
dispute is an issue which should be resolved by the Canadian comrades them- r) J Ps 


selves, Gonference doos not consider that any reason has been advanced whioh 
could justify the establishment of a further Socialist Party in addition to the 
present Socialist Party of Camda”, 


Amondment Carri od 7-7 
Asa sub-Resolution " 6 16 = 6 


Resolution; Mid-Herts,Bramh : "That this Cenferense reconmends both divisiens to 
be written to in the following manner:- 


(i) Both to be sent Resmlution 1, 

(1i) S,P, of Camda suggesting that they make a call for now Riles to be 
submitted to a special mferenium, Oall to imolude W,S,P, of Camda, 

(141) W.S,P, ef Camda suggesting that they submit new Rules for special 
referenium, ani take any action under the new Rules that they think 
necessary", (Withdrawn), 


Resolutien: Mid-Herts,Branch: "That this Conference instructs the B,C. to leave 
unchanged the 5,S, Directery of Companion Parties until this matter has been 
resolved", (Withdrawn), 


Resolution: Glasgow Brarch: "That this Conference instructs the E,0, to leave 
unchanged the S,S, Directory of Campanton Parties", 


Qarried 18 = 3 


Cde, Knight, Mid-Herts, said that the dispute had been going on for three years ant 
there were no signs that, if we refrained from expressing a view, 1t will be solved, 
Whilst we should refrain from sitting in judgment his Branch felt that we could de 
semething without in any way conderming either Group, Therefore his Branch had put 

up three resolutions, If passed, they would clearly indicate that, although we do not 
take sides, we do not agree that the formation of another group is the solution, 6n 
the centrary, we think it is harmful to the socialist movement generally, ani we have 
the right ani duty to say so, At first sight, the dispute appears to centre around 
a charge against a member in January 1965, but when leoked at more closely, it is 
really a dispute about the control of menbers-at-Large which had been going on fer 
fome time befere this; the issue was as to who should control theses members < the 
G.E.C, or the Locals? Cde,Knight suspected that the G,B,0, did net make an effort 
to adjust themselves in any ways they kept strictly to tho rules, The gre 
were: Winnipeg, Victoria, the new Vancouver and Montreal Incals on he one hant a: 
the ex-Vancouver ani Toronto Locals on the other, The aims of t a | i-Herte, 
resolutions are to suggest to both groups that they should oanie 
each other ~- the 5,P, of Canada should enfranchise those 
they ean take part in a eall fer now Rules am the refere 
new Rules would be submitted, Were 1t possible, the preferabl 
fer the members in Camda to have a Conference ani set of m 
discuss the centre-pieeo of the contreversy - tho centrol of ma 
@ie, Baldwin (E,C, member) hoped that the three reselutios 
carried whilst another delegate suggested that it niente b 
local autonomy and be responsible for its own area an mem 061 
have Secasional referendums, Odo, alsh int we in 
although the dispute was fully reported in the paper 9: 
aspect had been omitted, 1,e, the persomlity clashes ¢ f 
certainly exist, Socialist understanding must Ppa recogm 
differences as well as eeonomic ami socialist ones, We 8 
socialist eamot. get together among themselves they are t y 
cile the whole world, i 

Cde,MoClatchie (exZ,C, member) advised that, as sh 

oppesed the G,E,C, regarded it as dictatorial ant oT 
sidered it had been unfairly deneunced whilst onleaveail 
tasks in accordance with the Rules and Constitution of 4 


ne Pe 


= 


= 


7. 


eonvorsatiens with members in Camda during his visit in 1966, During this 
had urged upon all members that he met that in the overall interests of the 
2 Secialist movement a conciliatery attitude was desiratle and should take 
edonce over disagreements on Constitutional interpreiatiens, Cie, Donnelly 
lascew) teok the view that all three resolutions (of Mid-Herts) sheuld be oppesed 
1e grounds that they did not meet the situatien: the matter was an internal ene 
he S.P, ef Camda and although a tragedy, there was nothing we could de about it, 
ow little abeut the newly-formed /,S.P, of Camda ani we are not affiliated te 
Cur positien sheuld be to support the &,P, of Canada ani te centime te do so 
inless we become convinced that they are not socialists, Ode,R,Cock (Birmingham! 
aw the three Mid~Herts, resolutions as attempts by democratic Metheds to selvo 
personality clashes in the S,P, of Canada but he thought that almest nothim helpful 
‘wud be done by the S,P,G,B, and we coulé easily make matters werse by making 
official pronouncements alsng the lines of seme ef the suggestions already made, 
Perhaps we could offer the secialists of both Parties temporary membership of the 
5eP,G,B, until they could de something abcut it themselves, 

Speaking to the Bloomsbury Branch Amendment to the Mid-Herts, first resolutien, 
Cade. F lawrence argued that the resolution toek us nowhere - it merely expressed 
general sentiments upon whieh all were agreed, We should go a little further - hence 
Bloomsbury's Amendment, He had eonsidered Ode,George’s statement carefully and the 
facts were clear, In faet, he doubted if there were members in Camda whe had as clear 
a picture ef the dispute.as shown by this document, It is a problem that had te be 
resolved inside the S,P, of Canada - it did not justify breaking away, an aetien 
which not enly would not solve the problem but also created further problems, The 
intention ef the Anendment was to convey this point of view and to make it clear that 
the omis was not en one greup alone but upon both te bring about a solution, 

Cde,Bevereux (Bleumfbury), seconiing the Amendment, stressed that the facts were 
well set eut in the deeument, without comment, Forming a breakaway organisation did 
not solve the problem, This had to be resolved within the S,P, of Camda - it was the 
respensibility ef socialists in Carada, including those who, at the moment, were eut~- 
side the Party, The intention of the Amendment is not to imputo any fault en either 
side, 

Cde, P, Iawronea (Lewisham) stated that ‘here is ne question on whieh we can 
disagree with either of these groups, Both groups put ferward a case which is 
socialist in content ami we are faced with a situatien where there are two Parties, 
He hoped that at present we weuld do nething to come down on one side or the ether, 
At a later date we might have to give tacit recognition to both, 


Ww > 
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PUBLIC ITY 


Comrade Bradley (Riblicity Cormittee), explained in reply to a questicn arising 
eut “f the E,C's Report, that 1966 had been a very busy and impertart year but that 
a great deal of the Conmittee's time had been taken up in getting out material 
required by the Special Committee on Publicity, 


LITERATURE Instructed Resolutions:-— 


Swansea: "That this Conference is ef the opinion that the time is ripe fer tho 
Party to establish a weekly paper, and calls upon the E,C, te investigats 
the possibility ami report to next Conference”, 


Southend: Amendment; "Delete the last word and insert "Delegate Meeting”, 


Amendment lost 5S = 32 


Resolution ” 5 = 36 


Paddington: "This Confereme instructs the ZC, to examine the pessibiliiy of 
inereasing the size and raising the price of the "Socialist Standard” to 
help cover the esst of wider distributien, at tho sam time allowing 
attractive rates to subscribers", 

Bloomsbury: Amendment: _ “Delete all after the word ‘distribution’ ®, 


Amendment lost 14 — 86 
Resolution " 19 ~ 2 


Cde,lawrence (Bloomsbury) stated that they felt that subscribers should 
. > the full 
rate for the "S,5"° whereas at the moment they do net pay fer postage, 08d Terits 
(Paddington) peinted eut the need to have as large a subscribers' list as possible as 


-S.W,Lenkr Amendment: "Delete all after the wré ‘newsagents'", Lest 11- 2 


and 
st 


Cde, George 


gei NZ to rm « 


this would mean a firm financial basis for future planning, Cde,Cox (Paddington) 4 
“tated that the Branch wanted wider distribution of the "S,5" with greater 
advertising, aiming at a large increase in subseribers which would allow them to have 
cheaper rates, Present subscribers should always have a subscription ferm 

available to enable them to try and get further subscribers, 


S,\,London: "hat in view of the need to expand the scepe of the °5,5" sales, its 
price be increaseé to 1/-", 


Southend: Amendmert: “Delete the last two words (1/-) ani insert '94'", 


Ameniment lost 4 =~ 27 
Resolutio " _$ = 32 


Paddington; ‘This Conference instructs the E,C, to take active and urgent steps te 
ensure distribution of the "S,S" by a wholesale newsagent, ani that the 
sum ef £500 be allocated immediately for this project and advertising/. 


Lest 18 -— 2% 


southesds: Amendment: “Delete #500 and insert "Up to #1,000'", " 5 — 36 


Cde, Levitt (Paddington) stated that we have now got some money in ham ani we 
should make use of it, We sheuld make an axtra effort to get the "5.5" plaeed on 
beokstalls, using a wnelesale news agency, The Party should not grudge £50 for 
this purpose, Glasgcw, S,/,London and Mid-Herts, thought that the best way to sell 
the "5,S" was from door-te-door, Give Glasgew 41,000 and they will sell as many as 
any Agent! 


Cade, Garnham (Central Literature Sales Committee), read from a letter receivel 
trom a distribution agency whose services é16 being considered by the EC, The 
letter read had not been discussed by the E,C, The essence of the offer was for the 
distribution of the "S,S" to about 12 major cities plus inner london, The total 
distributed per menth would be 5,000, 1,500 of whieh would be in the inner Lonicn 
area, Total cost per month, £35, For six months —- £519, plus additional charges if 
the suburbs of Iondon were covered, Covers only returned for unsold copies in the 
provinces, The Compary asked that serious consideration be given to raising the 
price to at least 1/— per copy but did not consider 2/— too mech for a mnthly 
jourml, 

Cée, Buick stated that "Peaes News" had recently been increased to 1/— per cepy, 
adding that as whelesale newsagents have not been tried before we should try them ani 
at tho same time spend money on advertising in eonjunction with such a venture, ~ 
Cde,Heward, S.S, Preduction Committee, stated that more than one wholesale newsage? 
had been tried in the past without success, Neither news agencies vas 
were interested in lew-priced monthly journals for which they received lit 
return as against the high return dailies and weeklies, = = 

A delegate asked how eould we expect newsagents to set aside 1 
an unknown and unremmerative jourml, To pay cut mensy in tt it 


a gift to the wholesaler, wn 7 


SUNDAY SESSION Instructed Resolutions (continued): 


S,¥, london Branch: - “That this Conferenes instructs the EC. 1 
EC, Reports to all Party members willing 
the "S.S" as contacts”, Carri 


- < 

Cds, Crump (S,'%, Lenden) said that Conference 1965 had call 
haul of the "S,S" Directory, His Branch wanted mech of the | 
removed and the contacts expanied, Cde, Grant (Paddington) 
essential that we had a eontaet listed for every Lenion Const 
Cade, F,lawrence (Central Branch Secretary) stated that Gentz 
been canvassed ani some replies had been received and passed 
Secrotary who had passed them to the S,S, Production Commit 


Resolutien, (The suggestion of Cde,Grant )Parliamentary 
’ Fy. 


ussicn; Paddington (Goodman & Hamme): "That this Conference 
reemmmends that the B,C, take inmediate steps te arrange fr the 

publication of 4 special journal in eonjunction with "7 Days for 

Socialism"; +9 contain contributions from all @ompanion Parties 


am Groups®, Sarried Sverwhelmingly, 


.ceorge stated that the E,C, were still undecided sbout this matter, ‘We were 
«ire to run a ‘Seven Dayst in Gt Britain but despite letters to Companion Parties on 
“ns ratter some Weeks ago plus reminders we had heard only from Ireland who requested 
ing help, ami from New Zealand who undertook to make it a special advertising 
k for literature etc, The week was plamed for the first week in September to 
e-inc.de with Labour Day week throughout the Nerth Ameriean Continent, The other 
Parties had limited fields of operation ani it was unfair ani unrealistic to expest 
yal effort frem them, They all know that in September the "S,S" would be dealing 
the Centenary of the publication of "Capital" and that we would, with them, be 
pushing the sales, 
Cas, Lawrense (Bloemsbury) was told by Cde, Goodman that in the event of one 
sreup or Party falling to respond the proposed special jeurmal should not be 
publishea, Cde, Lawrence contended that the idea of sueh a journal was thomughly 
impractical, The "S,S" is the joint organ of the S,P,G.B, ani the ¥.S.P, of Ireland 
yet, sines this amalgamation took place we have reeeived practically ne eopy from the 
oSeP, of I, Times are bad in Ireland ani there are also limitations in other areas, 
The whole ecnespt would result in an unfair burden on the S,P,G,B, te write, edit, and 
publish this proposed special journal/magazine, 


. 
~ -h 


Item for Discussien; Paddington: "The desirability of production by the Party of 
stiff eovered publieations at euitable priees for distributien through 
the book trade: onvering subjects in the fuller detail required by 
the crowing mmber of people interested in Socialism", 


Fleer Resclutien: Paddimeton: That this Confereme recommends the ZC, to 

i as tially irew up & pregramme ef publieations in book form to be 
brought cut by the Party on subjects requiring a fuller appreaeh thar 
the existing type of Party publications enabie", Carried 19-13 


There was considersble discussion en this, both fer and against. Cde, Grant 
(Paddington) stated that times have changed - we have now more money ani more people 
have more money and more interest, There is a growing appetite fer what w have to 

sey and vrite and a new wave of interest in Marxist fecal vy. Publishers are fimiing it 
quite vgs table t > bring mt Marxist literature, ami this is of significance, What 
has the Party to cffer ? A limited but good selection of brief pamphlets am a 
valuable body cf material in the "Socialist Standard”, Yo need to bring out 
material of greater substance than our existing pamphlets provide, Booksellers are 

interested in selling shilling pamphiets ~ there is ne incentive to distribute 

then, We need beeks as distinet from pamphlets: something more substantial, 
Céis,Cook (Birmingham) supported the idea, We would reach a different publie, i.e, 
University students etc, whe would not normally bother with pamphlets and whe 
preferred tougher meat, We could go out for a speciality audience, Tiere is the 
pessibility of providing bibliographies of eur studies and ether books not geared te 
{mmeciate events, Pamphlets can become cut-dated, Cde, MacDowall (Pamphlets 
Sound ttec ) stated that there was doubt in members’ minds as to whether we would 
really be mere successful with a hard-vaek selling at, my, 3/64, This has been 
tried before with no success, Books take time to produce and this might interfore 
with our normal propaganda efforts, If we wished te actually write beeks ant 
publish them, @de, MeClatchie is at present writing a Histrory of the Working Class 
Movement, 1848 - 1948, which might be suitable, We should remember that it takes a 
tremenious time for the Party to get eut pamphlets ~- we have still ne pamphlet on 
war, If you want hard-backs, try it as an experiment ami have a limited editien of 
say, SOO ef the Russian Pamphict, 

Cie, Hardy (Pamphlets Ctteo) said that because a publication has a hard back it 
need not be any larger than a pamphlet, It could still sell et about 10/64, We may 
get it inte the hands of people who prefer beoks in this form ani arse prepared to 
pay forit, There is m reason why 500 or so ef the Russian Pamphlet should net be 
prinved in an attraetive form anil see how they go through the boekstalls, The 
Party did arrange at one time with Unvins to publish “The Civil War in France”, 


Kite 
10, “a 


"Soeialisr ,Utopian & Scientific", "Revolutien and Counter-Revolution”, with eur 
euver ami under our name, ‘This served a useful purpese, 

Some delegates thought there could be no objection to including-in one of eur 
publications personal views which were in the nature cf eonjecture am not 
necessarily eniorsed by the Party, provided this was made clear, It was pointed 
out alse that stiff-backs ean be displayed in Libraries am Universities where 
pamphlets de not 1end themselves, 64¢6,P,Iawrence (Lewisham) said that the most 
important thing is to eolleet material, which is of great use to Party comrades 
themselves, Marketing is less important, One ef the most frustrating things to 
Party members is the question of research: ‘they have to carry this on alone and very 
little solid work gets dene because ef the limits of time, Some organisatien and 
divisien of labour is required, There are many diffieulties - interference with 
normal propaganda work, You get little opportunity in the Party fer this kind of work, 
We have to rely too much on generalities with insufficient detail, For example, we 
need a more detailed view of the Bolshevik Revolution ami its historic baekground, 
This kind of work is vital, We need a detailed amlysis of economic develepment and 
the programmes ef actual Goverrments, It would give our speakers more authority on 
the platform, it is a question of priorities: we mist write up our own text-tecks — 
ne-ene can do it for us, One or two individuals sheuld get together to earry out 
research en various themes ever a period and produce something substantial, if enly 
an BOneGeS oe If this interferes with propaganda it is a sacrifice we have to 
make, It would enrich our case and make our speakers and writers more effective, 


Giest speaker, Comrade Fordsof Central Braneh wes introduced by Cde, George, Comrads 
Ferd who joined the Party in 1906, addressed Conference from the platform, saying that 
it was a great pleasure to see so many comrades in debate am represerting the 
Branches and that he thought the nev Pamphlet on Russia was a masterpiece, In the 
early 1969s he was anardent religious worker and used to listen to S,P.G,B, speakers 
at Hyde Park Corner, and in this way had come across the new Party whieh had the 
nerve and verve to eppose the Social Demecratic Party because it was reformist, In 
vhree menths he had dropped his religious ide1is after reading Dietzgen's "Pesitive 
Qutcome of Philosophy", had attemied Party meetings regularly and shertly efterwards 
became & member, He was imprisoned in the First World War fer refusing to 
slaughter fellow-workers and in the Second, joined with other S.P,G,B, ebjectors in 
running meetings and a group in Edgware, 

ihe Chairman thanked Cde, Ford on behalf of Conference, 


PROPAGANDA 


Item for Discussion; Paddington: ‘The need to devote greater amphasis in eur 
propaganda to life ina socialist ssciety am hw socialism will werk 


and the necessity of devoting more space in the "S,S" to discussien en 
this subject”, ' ankae 


oF; | j 
There was censiderable discussion on this item, Some delegates felt i: ga « es 
impertant to give workers a clearer picture of life as it might be in sialist 
society, Others thevght that it was not fer us to paint pictures af 
our job is to eritieise Capitalism, It should be suffieient to peint 
en the platform ani in the "S.S" that wealth will be produced for use 
thing to people's imagination as human beings, We ean already envisage 
without war or peverty, but we can only de this in gensral terms -— a 'b 
not possible, The point was made by more than one delegate that 
ehanging rapidly its methods of productien am transport at a fantas’ 
we attempted to give details for the future we should need to revis 
few years, We do not know what Capitalism will-be like in the years 
was stated that Capitalism ami Socialism are highly integrated aris 
talking about Socialism when we are talking about Capitalism, We ca 
adulteration of food will not take place and statements of this nature 
we can only put over prierities, e.g, no war, ne want, ne ex oit 
be sufficient to make clear the waste and limitations of Capitals 
4 question was asked of the Pamphlets Committss as to why the. 
of the Russian Pemphlet was such a subdued red instead of the brig 
expected, ami it was explained that as S,W,Lenion Branch had eompla 
in the title, "1917-1967" would date the Pamphlet it 1ecia ad 
colour to make the figures less prominent, . ‘ 
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There was little discussion on this, Stress was laid by on 
. y ONe meniber on cur 
ef-date Aicagrelie tori ge with @ speaker and a Chaiman to 

— up where we can omy hope to attract a few people are Wasteful of Part 

— here is much to be learned frem T.V, methods, Moe inaggs 


We could have a panel sf speakers on 
platferm am invite questions ami discussion, 

\id-Herts , asked fe1 information regarding the use of the Form Ee 
..,Bhucharan (Propaganda Cttee) said that this ferm should be sent as soon as pessible 


‘all propaganda meetings of any kind, Some Branches de mt seni any at all and 
ethers seme months later, 


Soho Square Meetings, de, George (Bloomsbury) said that these meetings were in 
sanger of clesing down through lack of suppert, He felt it was important to keep 
alive regular meetings in’ Central London and we should be looking into the reason for 
their lack of success, His Branch had been responsivle for organising these meetings 
but they had relied upen the support of london manbers and their contacts, Perhaps 
indoor meetings on Suniay evenings were now out despite the fact that this vemie was 


very central, in the heart of London ami within yards of buses ani Tuhe, and cafes in 
the surrounding area, 


FINANCE 


Itean fer Discussion: Southend: “Legacies and the use of money available for Party 
activities”, ' 


Cade, Cottis (Southend) stated that we do not want our funds te be abeorved in the 
day-to-day running of the Party, They would like the E,C, to appoint a Party eo ne 
Organiser te get further funds, We may have some money at the moment but we should ! 
cenvey the impression that we de not need money all the time. 


Floer Resolutien: lMid-Herts, "hig Confe~2nce recommends that the E,C, enquire 
irto the best ways of maintaining the value of legacies whilst 
awaiting their use for prepaganda”, Carried 12 — 9 


Cae, Knight (Mid-Herts) stated that the B,C, is beund by rule enly to put meney 
tnto a Current or Deposit Aceount aii it has already made a decision not to transfer 
funds to a Deposit Aceount, Ye think this is foolish, The value of money has fallon 
and is still falling: it is worth five times less than before the War, ‘se would 
suggest that money be put into a Building Society or that we should build up a Trust 
to pay members full time, | 

Tt was stressed by several delegates that the best safeguard against inflation is 
to "invest" money in the Party - we need urgently considerable more office equipment, 


books and pamphlets for publication, and Head Office requires re-decorating both 
inside and outside, 


Iter for Discussion (Haringey): “Varxism am the Socialist Party", (a written 
statement was before delegates on this subject), 


Cde, Buisk stated that Party speakers are in danger of over-simplifying our case, 
perhaps inevitably, We need to build up our theoretical knowledge so that we ean take 
part more ably in diseussions that arise, There is a teniensy amongst members to 
take these simplifieations as gemine historieal materialiam, We do not always 
remember that ownership is not just a question of legality, It is not true that 
Capitalism is necessarily based on legal ownership by a minority class, ‘The dominant 
ferm here is backed up by legal title through the Courts, What about Bussia? We 
would like the Party to expressly repudiate the view that there has been set down a 
pre-determined schame of social development - Barbarism, Primitive Communism, 
Feudalism, Capitalism, Some of our speakers,when putting forward ideas of se@cial 
development have based their ease on Engels' "Origin of the Family" (based on a 
book by Lewis Henry Morgan — “Ancient Society", ignoring the research on social 
anthropology whieh has taken place in the meantime, Speakers ignore the fact that 
there are large yarts of the world which have not passed through the various stages of 
Primitive Society, Feudalism, such as Infia, China, Indonesia, am Latin America, 

We should present our case in the light of information which has been diseovered 
recently. 

x Cde,MeClatchie stated that there is legal ownership in Russia ani the idea that 
societies go through certain stages of develomment is basically true, in spite of the 
fact that, as we know, there has been no feudalism in America, The basic discoveries 
of Marx am Engels are correct and the material which has been accumulated since is 


12. 


only more faets, Gde.P, Lawrence (Lewisham) stated that he agreed with the statement 
prepared by Haringey Branch but that, in his opinion, there was no real need for it 
as the views expressed there have always been accepted by the Party, With regard to 
Evssia, he thought there was no basic difference between the two systas, Héwent on 
to sey that the Party has not said the last word on the development of Capitalism, 
There seems to be 3 bias against the view that there are signifieant developments 
taking plaee in Gapitalist Society that have impcrtance in relationship to the 
Socialist revolution, We are inclined to the view that Marx amalysed Capitalist 
Society in the 19vh Century am that since that time the social structure, social 
relationships, have not changed, whieh, although true, is not the same thing as 
saying that Gapitalism has not changed, We should employ the analytical methocs of 
Mary. in evaluating these changes am relating their significance to our propaganda, 
There have been many changeS in the social eonsciousness in terms of moral attitudes, 
ethics, nationalism ani religious ideas, We need research into the effect of 
eaication and the bDreakdown of religious ideas on working-class consciousness and its 
significanee to our propegamia — the effects of technology ami the experience of class 
struggles since the 19th Century, The enviroment of the Party in 1967 is quite 
different from what it was in 1904, We should beware of saying there have been no 
Significant eanges, Wo tend to articulate our case in the idion of past deeades, 

Cde, Cook (Birmingham) thought that the statement was destructive, aiming to clear 
up errors into whieh some speakers fall, He drew attention to Clause 4 of the 
D, of P, and said he felt that Cde,Buick was saying we should not be committed to 
this: but he should bear in mini that in mich of the "scientific correction" which 
is going on there is a lot of special pleading for Gapitelism, As we revise our ideas 
we should be careful not to pay lip-service to people who are intentionally putting 
forward capitalist ideas, | 

Cae,Cox (Paddington) said that we must accept the fact that there will be changes 
and we mist explain to people what these changes mean — a re-examination of our 
theoretical backrround in sociology, politics and economics is invaluable, 
Cde, DtArcy drew attention to Marx's Materialist Conception of History ami his Iabour 
theory of value, where wealth is shown as an aceumulation of commodities, The first 
thing to do is to examine the conmodity and you mst examine the historical times 
that produced it, The prime mover in soeiety ts the economic one, No, 5 ( of the 
statemont) has torn this out of context, to mean that the Perty should not put 
forweri the view that every eountry mst pass through the stages of Primitive 

Communism, Chattel Slavery, Feudalism am Capitalism, We have never taken this view 

and we do not need to repudiate it, We criticise those who point to Russia because 
there could not be emerging there a strong socialist movement as the basic ingredients 
for the establishment of Socialism were not there. This does not contradict our 
general view that the establishment of socialism :doss not M a Nacceptance by the last 
hottentot, Only by applying the Marxian evaluation of socicsty eould the Party 
interpret evonts in Russia, but we have never said that Societies must all go throug 
the same comitions, aia 

Cde, Buick stated that the privileged class in Russia dominated their position 
because they entrol the maehinery of Goverment = not by legal titles ! 
differeme between “legal ownership” and "control", He agreed that | 
is fundamentally correct but that in some respects it needs to be rev 
members should takes note of these things, > 


i 


The Executive Committee's Report to Conference was” 


Conference adjourned at 6 p,m, 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Income expendi ts 2. 
Collections (incl, Rally) £50,10, 0 Hall hire 
Profit from Social 19, ® . Gratuity ~ 


bel " Canteen 14,10, 6 Advertising — & . 
£45.19. 6 
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s had not experlLonced 


mation had accumulated which modified 


, unaffected his basic position, 
referred to Morgen's view 


is On) 
sition of women. In. Cde.McClatehia's 


yas in fevour of Morgen's views’, 


